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Bass & Reiner Gallery

King cakes are eaten throughout the world to celebrate the Epiphany, the day the Magi visited Jesus in the
Christian tradition. A small figure of baby Jesus is often placed in inside or under the cake, and in Mexico,
whoever receives the slice with the little lord is customarily obliged to host a dinner. Mexico City—based
collective CAMINO, comprised of Maria José Baez and Daniela Michelle Ramirez, use this tradition to
explore contemporary interpretations of religious customs in Amen, an exhibition with San Francisco artist
Taravat Talepasand at Bass & Reiner Gallery.
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CAMINO created a large plaster cast of the figurine and sent it
to artists, designers, and musicians from Mexico City and
elsewhere, asking them to alter the object as they saw fit. Fifty of
the creepy-chic sculptures are on view at Bass & Reiner, and
though they are based on an identical figure, the result is a
pleasing variety of work.

Ana Bellido’s modifications are minor but transform the figure
into a woodland hunstman, cloaked in rabbit fur and wearing a
canine-shaped skullcap. The figure’s arms are crossed, as they
are in all the pieces, but in this context the pose projects
stoicism and dignity. Juanjosé Rivas intervenes more actively,
reshaping Jesus into a tattooed minotaur with a fuzzy, doll-like
head and pierced septum. The creature stands on a plastic
pedestal with a red button. When the button is pressed, lights in
the creature’s eyes flash and the voice of a cheap plastic toy
recites the the Lord’s Prayer in Spanish. The ox sometimes symbolizes Saint Luke, which may be referenced
here, but the pointed tail and Hellenic association suggest something more devilish.
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Amen, through June 20, at Bass & Reiner Gallery, 3265 17 St. #402.
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